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Register results 


A supplement to Consumer News 


The following actions have been taken by Federal agencies. They have previously been summarized as proposals 


in CONSUMER REGISTER. 


e After April 15, 1979, Food and Drug Administration (FDA) will prohibit interstate shipment of nonessential 
aerosol products containing chlorofluorocarbons (for products under its jurisdiction, accounting for 85% of total 
aerosols propelled by chlorofluorocarbons). After Dec. 15, 1978, manufacturing or packaging of products containing 
chlorofluorocarbons will be prohibited. In addition, Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) and Environ- 
mental Protection Agency (EPA) will stop the bulk production of chlorofluorocarbons intended for nonessential 
propellant uses in the products they regulate. Some products, such as drugs for asthma patients and contraceptive 
vaginal foams and certain electrical cleaning sprays are not covered by the ban. Details—Federal Register: March 17, 
pages 11301, 11318 and 11326; May 138, 1977, pages 24536, 24542 and 24550. CONSUMER REGISTER: June 1, 1977. 


Toy ads 


Federal Trade Commission (FTC) has accepted an 
agreement containing a proposed consent order prohibiting 
Mego International, Inc., and its subsidiary, Mego. Corp., 
from representing in any advertisement: 

@ Children using any electrical hairdryer or other electri- 
‘al personal grooming appliances without the close and watch- 
ful supervision of an adult. 

e Children using or being present when any electrical toy 
or small electrical appliance is used (1) near any pool or body 
of water or other fluid, or (2) in any manner which might in- 
fluence children to engage in behavior that creates an unrea- 
sonable risk of injury. 


The case came up because a TV commercial for Mego’s 
“Cher” doll showed a very young girl seated on a stool next to 
a bathroom sink filled with water as she washes the doll’s 
hair. The girl’s mother enters the bathroom and hands the girl 
a hand-held electric hairdryer. Then the mother leaves the 
scene, and the girl dries the doll’s hair with the appliance. 


FTC’s complaint alleges that the commercial is unfair or 
deceptive because it has the tendency or capacity to influence 
children to engage in the unsafe behavior of using a small 
electrical appliance near a sink filled with water or other body 
of water. 


May 8 is deadline for comments on the proposed consent 
order. 


Details—Federal Register: March 29, page 13074; March 9, 
page 9624. Send comments to Secretary, Federal Trade Com- 
mission, Washington, DC 20580. For more information write 
or call William Sanger at above address; telephone 202-254- 
6915. 


Solar meeting 


Energy Dept. will hold a public meeting on May 11-12 at 
10 a.m. in Washington, DC at the National Guard Memorial 
Auditorium, One Massachusetts Ave., NW. Purpose of the 
meeting is to review Energy’s plans for developing a model 
code for solar heating and cooling of buildings and to receive 
comments on the impact of current solar codes and standards. 


Energy expects representatives of the solar industry, 
professional societies and organizations of code officials to at- 
tend the meeting. In addition, the department especially 
hopes consumer groups will participate actively in the 
meeting. 


Details—Federal Register: April 13, page 15485. For more in- 
formation write or call David M. Pellish, Energy Dept. 20 
Massachusetts Ave., NW, Room 3205, Washington, DC 20545; 
telephone 202-376-9600. 


Public participation in CAB 
proceedings 


May 19 is deadline for comments on a Civil Aeronautics 
Board (CAB) proposal to provide financial assistance to indi- 
viduals and groups who can “contribute substantially” to CAB 
proceedings, but would be unable to participate without com- 
pensation. Compensation, under the proposal, would be made 
to eligible applicants to participate in any proceeding, includ- 
ing adjudication, licensing, rulemaking, ratemaking, or other 
CAB procedure where by law or CAB practice the public may 
participate. 


CAB has determined that the compensation program is 
necessary because regulated interests have the resources to 
participate in proceedings that directly affect their busi- 
nesses, but many public interest groups do not. CAB said 
these groups “have limited budgets that preclude their effec- 
tive participation in all but a few proceedings. Therefore, rep- 
resentation before the Board is currently unbalanced.” 


Applicants may request compensation for any CAB 
proceeding, but in instances where CAB feels compensated 
participation would be especially useful, it will invite compen- 
sated participation in a notice published in the Federal Regis- 
ter and in appropriate media. 


CAB is particularly interested in public comment on how 
the compensation program should be administered; whether a 
separate CAB office should be set up to handle the program; 
whether CAB’s Office of the Consumer Advocate should run 
it; and what other alternatives should be explored. 


Details—Federal Register: April 4, 1978, page 14044. Send 
comments to Docket 29880, Civil Aeronautics Board, 1825 
Connecticut Ave., NW, Washington, DC 20428. For more in- 
formation contact Mark Schwimmer at the above address; 
telephone 202-673-5442. 


Vans and light trucks 


New fuel economy standards for light trucks and vans 
with gross vehicle weight ratings (GVWR) up to 8,500 lbs. 
will save consumers some $600 in gasoline costs over the life 
of a 1981 model vehicle, according to National Highway Traf- 
fic Safety Administration (NHTSA). 


While some of the cost savings would be offset by higher 
prices, NHTSA says, the net savings to consumers should be 
about $50 per year. 





Fuel economy standards currently apply only to vehicles 
with GVWRs of 6,000 lbs. or less. NHTSA says the new 
standards will triple the number of vans and light trucks sub- 
ject to fuel economy standards and “will save more than 8 bil- 
lion gallons of fuel over the life of the vehicies produced in 
1980 and 1981 model years.” 


The new standards are: 

@ Sixteen miles per gallon (mpg) for 1980 2-wheel drive 
vehicles and 14 mpg for 4-wheel drives. 

e Eighteen mpg for 1981 2-wheel drives and 15.5 mpg for 
4-wheel drives. 

® Special standards for International Harvester vehicles 
of 14 mpg in 1980 and 15 mpg in 1981. 


NHTSA issued the standards after a rulemaking proceed- 
ing involving manufacturers, public interest groups and 
others. NHTSA granted financial assistance to 4 public inter- 
est groups to participate in the standard-setting. 


Details—Federal Register: March 23, page 11995. For further 


information contact George L. Parker, National Highway 
Traffic Safety Administration, 400 7th St., SW, Washington, 
DC 20590; telephone 202-472-6902. 


Safer toys 


Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) has is- 
sued another in a series of regulations which address hazards 
that are common to all toys. CPSC’s latest regulation pre- 
scribes new safety tests for toys and other articles with sharp 
metal and glass edges that are intended for children up to 8 
vears old. 


This regulation applies to all toys introduced into in- 
terstate commerce after Mareh 26, 1979. CPSC has already 
issued regulations for toys with sharp points, and toys and 
furniture coated with paint containing more than 0.06% lead. 
Pacifiers and baby rattles, which have been associated with 
choking and strangulation, also must comply with certain 
safety requirements. 


In addition to regulations dealing with identifiable 
hazards, CPSC bans (or recalls) specific, brand-named defec- 
tive toys on a case-by-case basis. 


The new rules for sharp edges do not apply to bicycles or 
full-sized baby cribs which are covered by separate regula- 
tions. Hobby and craft kits or edges on other children’s prod- 
ucts such as knives and scissors—which must be sharp to 
function—are also not included. 


Details—Federal Register: March 24, page 12636; Jan. 7, 
1975, pages 1480 and 1488. CONSUMER REGISTER: March 1, 
1975. For more information write or call Elaine Besson, Con- 
sumer Product Safety Commission, Washington, DC 20207; 
telephone 301-492-6453. 


NOTE: Several years ago CPSC published a hazardous toys 
list but decided to discontinue it because it was out of date as 
soon as it was printed. Also, the Commission felt that such a 
list gave consumers a false sense of security: If a certain toy is 
not on the hazardous list, it must be safe. Obviously, that is 
not necessarily the case. 


Noisy motorcycles 


June 16 is deadline for comments on Environmental Pro- 
tection Agency’s (EPA) proposal to reduce the noise levels 
for new motorcycles and new motorcycle replacement exhaust 
systems. 


EPA, which has responsibility for reducing environmen- 
tal noise, says that “except for big trucks, motorcycles are the 
loudest vehicles on the highway .. . Just about every survey 
of local communities shows motorcycle noise near the top of 
the list as a source of annoyance.” Not only are they a prob- 
lem when driven on streets but also in wilderness areas, back 
yards, vacant lots and parking lots. 


Highlights of EPA’s proposals follow: 


e Beginning in 1980, motoreycle manufacturers would 
have to make progressively quieter street motorcycles until, 
by 1985, new models would emit no more than 78 decibels. 
EPA says this means motorcycles will by then sound no louder 
than the average passenger car on the street today. 

@ Small off-road motorcycles would be quieted to street 
motorcycle levels. Large off-road cycles—the loudest class of 
motorcycle proposed for regulation—will be required to 
undergo the largest decibel reduction of all classes. The 
moped standard is not intended to require any further quiet- 
ing but rather to keep new mopeds as quiet as they are now 
and to discourage tampering with their exhaust systems. 

® New replacement mufflers would meet the same stand- 
ards that apply to the new motorcycles for which they are 
designed—and it would be illegal under the Noise Control Act 
to make the regulated motorcycles noisier by tampering with 
the exhaust and other key noise control components. 

® Motorcycles would have to be labeled to help local en- 
forcement. Labels would state the make and model of cycles, 
muffler types that may be used on them, an indication of the 
sound level that a motorcycle makes on a short stationary test, 
and a notice saying that a Federal law prohibits modifications 
that would make cycles exceed noise standards. Replacement 
exhaust systems would require similar labels. 


In all of these proposed regulations, EPA stresses the 
importance of state and local governments in reducing motor- 
cycle noise. Although EPA is reponsible for making sure 
manufacturers sell quiet products, state and local authorities 
are responsible for enforcing muffler and tampering laws. 


EPA feels the proposed rules “strike a reasonable balance 
between the freedom of motorcyclists to enjoy use of their 
motorcycles and the freedom of citizens from excessive motor- 
cycle noise.” 


(EPA says there are 10 million motorcycles in the US 
today—not ineluding mopeds—and that one million motorey- 
cles are sold in the US each year.) 


Details—Federal Register: March 15, page 10822. Send com- 
ments to Motorcycle Noise, AW-490, Environmental Protec- 
tion Agency, Washington, DC 20460. For more information 
write or call Scott Edwards, at above address; telephone 
703-557-7666. 


ius listing, prepared by Marion Q. Ciaccio, is intended only as summary coverage of selected Federal Register 
items deemed of particular interest to consumers, and it does not affect the legal status or effect of any document 
required or authorized to be published pursuant to Section 5 of Federal Register Act as amended, 44 U.S.C. 1505. 
Federal Register is published Monday through Friday (except Federal Government holidays) by Office of the Federal 
Register, National Archives and Records Service, General Services Administration. Subscription is $5 a month or 
$50 a year and may be ordered from Superintendent of Documents, Government Printing Office, Washington, DC 
20402. Superintendent also sells copies of Federal Register for 75¢ each. Copies of Federal Register may be available 


in depository libraries. 





consumer comment 


Federal agencies want to learn your views on proposals and other items published in the Federal Register and CONSUMER 
REGISTER. Agencies use these comments in their decision making. 


These forms are provided for you io use, if you wish, in commenting on these items. For more lengthy comments, feel free to 
use a plain sheet of paper. Send comment forms to addresses listed in CONSUMER REGISTER summaries. CONSUMER NEWS is 
publishing these forms in cooperation with the Food and Drug Administration (FDA). 


Name Date 
Street 

City : State ZIP 
Clip this form, fill in blanks, write your comments & mail to agency noted in CONSUMER REGISTER item. 
This is my opinion on (title of item in CONSUMER REGISTER) 

by (name of agency) 


published in Federal Register on (date) on (page) 


(over) 
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Clip this form, fill in blanks, write your comments & mail to agency noted in CONSUMER REGISTER item. 
This is my opinion on (title of item in CONSUMER REGISTER) 

by (name of agency) 


published in Federal Register on (date) : ; : ; on (page) 
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Clip this form, fill in blanks, write your comments & mail to agency noted in CONSUMER REGISTER item. 
This is my opinion on (title of item in CONSUMER REGISTER) 
by (name of agency) 


published in Federal Register on (date) on (page) 
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consumer comment 


CONSUMER REGISTER publishes proposed and final rules, regulations and notices of interest to consumers originally appearing 
in the Federal Register. Notices on proposed rules published in the Federal Register and summarized in CONSUMER REGISTER 
give consumers the opportunity to participate in rule making prior to the adoption of final rules. The Federal Register is published 
to provide a uniform system for making available to the public regulations and legal notices issued by Federal agencies. 
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